
Low Merit











In (a), the detail “naming” supported by the example scaffolds the 
candidate towards Achievement.
In (c), the idea that the pot plants are symbolic of the relationship is 
touched on (“was like their friendship” and “they maintained those plants 
like they maintained their friendship”) but not developed convincingly.



The candidate mentions how “the living plant symbolises that there is still 
hope” but does not cover the poet’s “feelings” about the friendship.
The candidate demonstrates some understanding across all answers.

The discussion in the first part of the answer is 
repetitive.



High Merit







Included aspect of character as 
“experienced storyteller” and 
example; candidate is scaffolded 
towards Achievement.

Candidate has paraphrased to 
provide examples that support 
the discussion of Annette as an 
experienced storyteller.

This is a convincing explanation of 
Annette’s change in personality - Example 
“we beg her to tell us” does not support 
that discussion of change.



This is a convincing discussion about vocabulary 
(how) and contrasting personality (why).
It lacks perceptive discussion on the “complex 
character” and how this makes Annette important.

This discussion lacks specific reference to “how”. The explanation 
of what makes Annette’s role important is not developed 
perceptively.
There are no example provided of Annette’s action and speech







High Merit











The candidate has not provided 
detail sufficient to address the 
requirements of the question.

The candidate needed to have provided an 
explanation of “effort”. The discussion of the 
symbol of friendship is convincing, although not 
supported by an example.

The candidate’s explanation is convincing, using a paraphrase of the 
watering of plants.



The candidate’s answer covers feelings in comments of how “fragile” the 
friendship was and forgetting / not bothering to care for memories. In this 
case, how equals symbolism.
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